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MEMO TO:  Amy E. Warfield, Town Clerk 

FROM:  Caleb Zimmerman, Planner & Development Coordinator 

DATE:  August 8, 2023 

RE: Planning Board Recommendation – Zoning Bylaw Article II “Definitions” and 

Article VII “General Parking Requirements and Purpose” – Burlington 

Planning Board, Applicant 

  

At its meeting of August 3, 2023 the Planning Board made the following motion: 

MOTION – To recommend favorably on the petition to see if the Town will vote to amend the Town 

of Burlington Zoning Bylaws Article II “Definitions” and Article VII “General Parking Requirements 

and Purpose” as they relate to shared parking, submitted by the Planning Board. 

 

APPROVED: 6-0-0 

 

cc 

Inspector of Buildings 

Town Engineer 

Board of Health 

Town Administrator 

Fire Department 

Police Department 

Conservation Commission 

DPW Superintendent 

  

lmcneill
Received



 

 

ZONING ARTICLE  
 
ARTICLE #  RE:General Traffic and Parking Requirements and Shared Parking  
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Burlington Zoning Bylaws, Article II “Definitions” 
and Article VII “General Regulations” Section 7.2.0 “General Traffic and Parking 
Requirements” to add the following new language: 

Article Section A: Definitions 
 
Section 2.13 “M” 

Mixed Use Development 

A development containing a mix of residential uses and non-residential uses, including, 
without limitation: commercial, institutional, industrial or other uses on one lot or a group of 
contiguous lots owned or controlled by the same entity or unrelated entities that have 
developed a common development scheme. It also refers to a land use pattern that seeks to 
increase concentrations of population and employment in well-defined areas with a mix of 
diverse and compatible land uses all conceived, planned and integrated to create vibrant, 
workable, livable and attractive neighborhoods. 
 

Section 2.20 “T” 

Transportation Demand Management (TDM) 
 
Strategies aimed at guiding, distributing and reducing travel demand with a focus on shifting 
travel away from single occupancy vehicles toward mass transit, walking, biking, and 
ridesharing. 
 

Article Section B: Purpose 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Burlington Zoning Bylaws, Article VII “General 
Regulations” to add the following new language to Section 7.2.0 “General Traffic and Parking 
Requirements”: 

7.2.1 Purpose 
 

a) To promote traffic safety by assuring the adequate storage of motor vehicles off the 
public street and for their orderly access and egress to and from the public street; 

 
b) To prevent the creation of surplus amounts of parking spaces which contribute to 

additional Single Occupancy Vehicle (SOV) trips, traffic congestion and traffic service 
level deterioration on roadways; 

 
c) To advance the efficiency of vehicular traffic on Burlington streets to reduce excessive 

delay and/or congestion;  



 

2 

 
d) To consider and allow for safe and convenient routes for pedestrians and bicyclists; 

 
e) To permit emergency vehicles to reach homes and businesses with a minimum of delay 

and to reduce motor vehicle and pedestrian accidents on Town streets; 
 

f) To prevent, reduce, and mitigate the impacts of development on parking demands, 
transportation system, neighborhood livability, public safety and the environment through 
the use of Transportation Demand Management (TDM) measures; 
 

g) To promote shared parking as a means to reduce the need for an excess pavement in an 
effort to curtail the heat island effect. 

 
Article Section C: Shared Parking 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Burlington Zoning Bylaws, Article VII “General 
Regulations” to add the following new language to Section 7.2.0 “General Traffic and Parking 
Requirements”: 

7.2.8 Shared Parking 
 
7.2.8.1 On-Site Shared Parking  
 
To implement shared on-site parking, the applicant shall provide analyses as part of a Site Plan 
or Special Permit demonstrating that proposed uses are either competing or non-competing. 
 

a) Non-competing Uses:  In mixed-use developments, applicants may propose a reduction in 
parking requirements based on an analysis of peak demands for non-competing uses. Up 
to [75%] of the requirements for the predominant use may be waived by the Planning 
Board if the applicant can demonstrate that the peak demands for two (2) or more uses do 
not overlap. An applicant may use the latest peak demand analyses published by the 
Institute of Traffic Engineers (ITE) or other source acceptable to the Planning Board. 

 
b) Competing Uses: In mixed-use developments, applicants may propose a reduction in 

parking requirements where peak demands do overlap. In these cases, the Planning Board 
may reduce the parking requirements of the predominant use by up to 15%. 

 
7.2.8.2 Off-Site Parking 
 
Separate from, or in conjunction with Shared Parking provisions, an applicant may use off-site 
parking to satisfy their parking requirements. As part of Site Plan or Special Permit Review, the 
applicant shall provide the Planning Board with the necessary information to comply with the 
following standards: 
 

a) Off-site parking shall be within five hundred (500) feet of the property for which it is 
being requested. 
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b) Off-site parking may only be provided if the off-site lot has an excess number of spaces 
or if the applicant can demonstrate that the on-site and off-site uses have non-competing 
peak demands. 

 
c) The amount of required parking spaces being reduced on-site shall be equal to the amount 

being provided off-site and can account for up to 100% of the minimum required on-site 
parking. 

 
d) Off-site parking spaces provided by a separate private property owner shall be subject to 

a legally binding agreement securing the necessary spaces and which shall be presented 
to the Planning Board during the Site Plan Review process or as a condition of approval. 
The Planning Board may condition their approval on the continued existence of the 
written and binding shared parking agreement, the failure of which may render the permit 
null and void and subject to enforcement by the Building Inspector. 

 
e) On-street parking spaces that intersect or are completely contained within the frontage of 

the property may be counted toward the minimum parking requirements. 
 

f) Uses sharing a parking facility shall provide for safe, convenient walking between uses 
and parking, including safe, well-marked pedestrian crossings, signage, and adequate 
lighting. 

 
or to act in any other manner in relation thereto. 
 
     Submitted by the Planning Board 
 
 

PASSED ( )  DEFEATED ( )  POSTPONED INDEFINITELY ( )  OTHER ( ) 
 


